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LECTURE SERIES 
The Program Committee has arranged for the follow-
ing presentations to be held on Wednesday evenings 
at 7:30 p.m. in the John Barnes Room of Abington 
Friends Meeting.  The programs are also accessible 
live via Zoom.  The lecture series is sponsored by a 
grant from the Jenkinstown Lyceum and all programs 
are offered free of charge.   

March 11 – Little Known Revolutionary War Na-
val Encounters from Philadelphia to Cape May – 
Local historian Jim Rubillo will discuss three seldom 
mentioned British naval actions in our region, the 
Battle of Turtle Gut Inlet, the Siege of Fort Mifflin, 
and the Battle of Cape May.  In the Turtle Gut inci-
dent a young privateer, named John Barry, exhibited 
the strategic capabilities and courage that eventually 
led to his fame as a founding father of the U.S. Navy. 
These three military encounters each contributed to 
the American quest for independence.  

April 8 – The Many Bells of Independence Hall – 
Independence National Historic Park volunteer 
Ranger Jeffrey Hill will talk about the various bells 
that hung at Independence Hall from the earliest 
“Province Bell” to the “Centennial Bell” that hangs in 
the tower today.  The “Liberty Bell” was bell number 
four.  Each bell has a unique and interesting story, 
with many of the bells used in various historical 
events that contributed to the overall significance of 
Independence Hall.   

May 13 – Camp William Penn – Local historian and 
author Donald Scott will speak about Camp William 
Penn, the first and largest federal Civil War facility 
under President Abraham Lincoln’s Bureau of United 
States Colored Troops (USCT) to train Black soldiers 
during the war, in what is today the LaMott section of 
Cheltenham Township.  Camp William Penn hosted 
many of the great anti-slavery abolitionists, including 
Frederick Douglass, Harriet Tubman, Sojourner 
Truth, Robert Purvis, Lucretia Mott and William Still.  
Nearly 11,000 soldiers were trained in the eleven reg-
iments that mustered out, later to fight in a slew of 
major battles.  Three members of the 6th USCT 
earned the Medal of Honor for their bravery, and 
many others gave their lives. 
 

Glenside Book Launch Party 
 

Society Vice President Thomas Wieckowski has re-
cently written a book on the early history of Glenside.  
Entitled, A History of Early Glenside, and published 
by The History Press, the book traces how the Glen-
side community developed out of a formerly pastoral 
landscape.  The narrative history is well illustrated 
with many images from the Society’s collections.  To 
celebrate this wonderful addition to the published his-
tory of our area, the Society is hosting a book launch 
party at Glenside’s Memorial Hall (185 South Kes-
wick Avenue, parking at the Glenside Library).  As a 
special offer, Society members can purchase a copy 
for $20 at the reception.  The reception is free for 
members and the purchase of the book ($25) for all 
others.  Please see the enclosed flyer.   
 

Happenings Along the Corridor 
(Events are open to the public free of charge.) 

Northeast Philadelphia History Fair 

The Friends of Northeast Philadelphia History is host-
ing its bi-annual history fair on Saturday, April 11 
from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM at Cannstatter Volkfest 
Verein, 9130 Academy Road, Philadelphia, 19114.  
There will be many historical societies and organiza-
tions (including the Society) present from Philadel-
phia, Montgomery and Bucks counties.  

History Unleashed – Greater Whitemarsh 250 

The Greater Whitemarsh History Consortium is host-
ing its inaugural event at St Thomas’ Episcopal 
Church in Whitemarsh on Sunday afternoon, April 12 
from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.  The Society will have a table 
at this event celebrating 250 years of shared history in 
the Whitemarsh Valley and surrounding areas.  Fes-
tivities include performances by the Philly Fife and 
Drum Company, a Colonial flag presentation, cos-
tumed reenactors, patriotic face painting, and histori-
cal society and site information booths, with Colonial 
desserts and snacks for sale.   

The Annual Meeting of the Society will precede the 
May lecture.  Officer and Committee reports will be 
given and the Nominating Committee will present a 
slate of Officers and Directors to be elected for the 
2026-2027 program year.  



Acquisition Challenge Campaign 
The Society was very fortunate to receive a gift of $10,000 from Barbara Kotzin through the Serody Family Trust 
to be used for acquisitions.  The gift was a matching gift and so the Society set out to raise an additional $10,000.  
Thanks to all the donors listed below and their overwhelming generosity, the Society raised over $22,000!   

For those who contributed $50 or more to the campaign, we will have a reception on Sunday afternoon, March 29th 
at Alverthorpe Manor (invitation enclosed on purple paper).  Many of the purchases will be on display and there 
will be brief remarks about the significance of some of the items.  Again, the Society wishes to express it deep 
appreciation to Barbara Kotzin and all  the donors who made this possible: 
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Doreen Carey 
Christine Cayer 
George Cipressi 
Wendy & Marvin Clymer 
Sandra Collins 
Harrington Crissey 
Anne & Robert Cunningham 
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Carol & Clyde Diehl 
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Julie Donatelli & Michael Bar-
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Doris & Robert Fanelli 
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Michael Foy & Stephen Workman 
John Frantz 
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Michael Golden 
Trudy Green 
Allison & Henry Hallowell 
Rick Hamilton & Louise D’Ales-

sandro 
Kate Harper 
David Harrower 
Kirsten & Clifford Haugen 
Bryan Havir 
Carol & Bruce Henderson 
Ellen Herr 

Carol Ingald 
Barbara Jacobs & Tony Ventresca 
Carol & Marty Kalos 
Adrian Karsch 
Thomas Keels 
William Knox & Ann Lowry 
Eileen Koolpe 
Harold Krieger 
Kathy Ladley 
Ed Landau 
Carol & Jack Lieberman 
Monica Liggins 
Cynthia Little 
David Lowe 
Dawn & Lin Magaha 
Therese & Rob Maher 
Norman Marcus 
Ceil & Rick Markham 
Susan & David Rowland Miller 
Nancy Minich & Barry Reisberg 
Maria Paula Mugnani 
Brooke & Karl Murray 
Madeleine & Andrew Nehlig 
Jeanne & Tom O'Toole 
Debora Sines Pancoe 
Lydia Parke 
Alice Parker 
Ann & Tom Peff 
Marcia & Don Pizer 
Lynn & Joe Pokrifka 
Nancy Posel 
Stephen Rappoport 
Pierre Ravacon 

Diane Reed 
Adam Reiff 
Kathleen Roberts 
Lucile & Ronald Roehm 
The Estate of Joyce C. Root 
Marion Rosenbaum 
Baron Rowland 
David Rowland 
James Rubillo 
Daniel Ryan 
Myrtle Ryan 
Maxine Schwartz 
Robin Shephard 
Patrícia Silver 
Joseph Silverstein & Felice LePar 
Lois & Stan Singer 
Joan & Adam Smith 
Sharee Solow 
Stephanie Staerk 
Christine Sweeney & Scott Somers 
Carol Terry 
Ken Thomas & Donna Tretina 
Lisa Thomer 
Marianne & Joe Trainer 
Susan Treadway 
Steven & Stephanie Walsh 
Libby & Bill Weihenmayer 
Nancy Weiss 
Joyce Werkman 
Jeanne & Tom Wieckowski 
Joy & Ed Zwicker 

 

Recent Archival Donations 
The Society is pleased to have received a number of gifts over the past several months including the following: 

 Group of photographs of Jenkintown events, places and people collected by former Jenkintown Police Chief, 
the late Louis J. Murray, from Mary Flannagan Murray.   

 Abington Friends School yearbooks (16), from Toni Vahlsing, Director of Libraries, Abington Friends School.   

 Beaver College scrapbook, 1937-38, from Donna Fluegel.   

 A collection of family and estate items of Rodman Wanamaker and his family including photographs, his 
daughter’s wedding album, and correspondence between Rodman and his mother, from Tom Keels.   

 Scrapbook of the flower shows of the Jenkintown Home and School Association, 1983-85, from Jane Bales. 



A Bit of History – The 1901 Ogontz School Yearbook 
By James M. Rubillo 

 
The Society’s archive has a collec-
tion of yearbooks from many of the 
schools in the Old York Road area.  
The oldest of these yearbooks is a 
tattered and delicate copy of the 
1901 Yearbook of the Ogontz 
School for Young Ladies then lo-
cated in Elkins Park on the former 
estate of Civil War financier Jay 
Cooke.  For thirty-four years the 
school student body of about a hun-
dred privileged girls thrived at the 
ornate Victorian Cooke mansion.   

The 1901 yearbook describes 
many of the activities of the class 
during their senior year.  One long-
standing class tradition was held on 
Halloween night.  On that evening 
the class donned their graduation 
caps and gowns. That night the 
class motto, class song, class spon-
sor, and honorary member were all 
revealed. The yearbook promi-
nently featured a picture of the 

1901 honorary member, Jay 
Cooke. As evident by the article in 
the yearbook, Cooke served as a 
mentor for the class. 

Other sections of the book describe 
the “Class Spree” held on the 
Wednesday before Commence-
ment. It describes the antics of this 
“illustrious and largest class 

Ogontz has ever known.” They 
donned bright red scarlet suits, and 
seizing lighted torches, marched 
across the estate singing their class 
song until they stood below the 
window of the school principal, 
Miss Sylvia Eastman.  There in a 
bright red light, they sang, “Here’s 

to you, Miss Eastman.” As written 
in the book, “They sang bravely 
with their hearts in their voices, yet 
many tried to hold back tears.” Af-
ter singing the praises of their 
teachers, they marched to an area 
where a bonfire was blazing. Once 
there, the class members, amid en-
thusiastic cheers, bid goodbye to 
their school days by burning their 
classroom notebooks. They let 
loose and enjoyed the close bond 
they shared with their classmates.   

The yearbook also featured the 
complete text of the sermon deliv-
ered at the Sunday morning Bacca-
laureate service as well as the ser-
mon, Beauty and Bands, delivered 
at Commencement.  This year-
book, which also contains the pho-
tographs and comments about all 
of the class members, provides a 
peek into the fashions, interests, 
and customs of the time.   

The Ogontz School for Young La-
dies operated from 1850 until 
1950. Among its most notable at-
tendees and/or graduates are: 

 Legendary aviatrix Amelia 
Earhart (attended 1916-1918). 

 Mary Curtis Bok Zimbalist 
founder of the Curtis Institute 
of Music. 

 Well-known artist Eleanor 
Massey (nee Bridges) who 
also taught at Vassar College. 

 Metropolitan Opera lyric so-
prano Queena Mario (nee Ti-
llotson), 

 Popular singer Evelyn Duerler 
who had a career in films and 
light opera under the stage 
name of Evelyn Case. 

 Betty Huyler (Gillies), Winna-
belle Coffe (Pierce) and Cor-
nelia Fort were all ferrying pi-
lots (supplies and equipment) 
during World War II.  When 
Fort’s plane crashed in a rou-
tine flight over Texas, she be-
came the first woman in active 
duty to die in that war; and 

 Nancy McFeely (Rogers) pro-
duced a son who became 
known internationally for his 
television program, Mr. Rog-
ers’ Neighborhood. 

You may have access to your own 
school yearbook. However, you 
may find it interesting to explore 
the yearbook of a parent, friend, 
mentor, or ancestor. One of our 
yearbooks may provide you with 
insights, information, and photo-
graphs of someone from your past. 
They are sitting on our shelves 
awaiting your exploration. 
_____________________________________ 

James M. Rubillo is a retired col-
lege dean, professor, and non-
profit CEO.  He is a prolific and 
well-travelled speaker who has an 
intense interest in local history.  He 
serves on the Society’s Board of 
Directors.   



THANKS TO OUR MAJOR MEMBERSHIP DONORS 
The Society gratefully recognizes those who have so far supported our work for the 2026 program year through 
membership at the Patron level and above.   

BENEFACTOR 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert N. Fanelli 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert S. Hudson 
The Jenkinstown Lyceum 

Janet S. Klein 
Eileen A. Koolpe 
Sandra Lee Muller 

Nancy R. Posel 
David B. Rowland 

SUSTAINER 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry W. Hallowell III 
Ellen J. Herr 
Mr. & Mrs. David Rowland Miller 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Mills 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew G. Nehlig 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald A. Pizer 

James M. Rubillo 
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis S. Somers IV 
Mr. & Mrs. William Weihenmayer 

CONTRIBUTOR 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward B. Asplundh 
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert V. Bell 
Shirley M. Dennis 
Mr. & Mrs. Clyde W. Diehl 
Julie Donatelli & M. Baranowsky 

Fitzpatrick Funeral Home 
Bryan T. Havir 
George Henninger 
Mr. & Dr. Richard J. Markham 
Baron Rowland 

Mr. & Mrs. Adam R. Smith 
Sharee L. Solow 
Dr. & Mrs. Steven Walsh 
Nancy A. Weiss 
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Wieckowski 

PATRON PLUS 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert F. Cunningham 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Larry Eastwood 

Norman S. Marcus 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph A. Pokrifka 

Mr. & Mrs. T. Michael Poxon 
Robin Shephard 

PATRON 
Mr. & Mrs. John F. Bales 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward L. Bedrick 
David O. Bell 
Mr. & Mrs. George C. Bishop 
Christine M. Cayer 
Stephen W. Christian 
Sandra S. Collins 
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Dull 
Mary L. Felley 
John Frantz 
Sunny Friedman 
Carol E. Godfrey 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Gyllenhaal 
Karen J. Hanson 
Carol E. Henderson 
Roy L. Hollinger 
Carol A. Ingald 
Barbara A. Jacobs 
Franklin Jarrett 

Mr. & Mrs. Martin G. Kalos 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Joseph Kiefner 
William Knox and Ann Lowry 
Brenda Krzaczek 
Edward C. Landau 
Wani Z. Larsen 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Leibrandt 
Robert C. Lockyer 
Daniel W. Ludwig, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Maher 
Mr. & Mrs. Albert P. Mainka III 
Matthew McCann 
Sandra Spitzer McKelvey 
Bernardin McLaughlin 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas F. O’Toole 
The Doctors Thomas C. Peff 
Stephen S. Rappoport 
Diane B. Reed 
Adam Reiff 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Riethmiller 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald F. Roehm 
Myrtle H. Ryan 
Amy Seidman 
Joseph Silverstein & Felice LePar 
Morton J. Simon Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Singer 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey D. Sivek 
Robert L. Sloan 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald H. Smullen 
M. Stephanie Staerk 
John Stevenson & R. Amalbert 
Meemie Sullivan 
Kenneth Thomas & Donna Tretina 
Lisa Thomer 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Trainer 
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne C. Willcox 
Edward C. Zwicker III 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward C. Zwicker IV 

Membership Reminder 
We are midway through our 2025-2026 membership year.  If the mailing label on your envelope does not read 
“2026” or if you are receiving a membership form with this newsletter, you are not current.  Please consider renew-
ing at the Patron level or above.  Your generous support is critical for our sound fiscal operation and is greatly 
appreciated.  It is the dedicated support by members that keeps the Society operating.   


